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My journey in the gene editors of the future program
has been quite an interesting one. Just a few weeks
ago, when | enrolled in this program, | had no idea
about how this would impact my learning and
thought process. | had the opportunity to learn quite
a lot of new things. The first week kickstarted from
an amazing introduction to the journey by Dr.

Kalpana Surendranath, who is leading this program

and | am so thankful to her for giving me a chance
this program. We started learning from basics of

human genome, introduced to the CRSIPR tool to
edit genes which can help in preventing/ managing/ and giving a better quality of life
to patients suffering from life- threatening diseases. | also had the chance to locate a
particular chromosome on the human genome using various genome browsers and
designing the RNA guides for the targeted gene. | was also very inspired after listening
to some of the amazing stories of people who have already undertaken this program
and how successful they are in their careers as gene editors. This has given me an
opportunity to understand the CRISPR technology in much detail and | am looking
forward to make the most of it.

[Zinneerah Yusuf Khan]

I'm very excited to be part of Gene Editors of the
Future 2.0. | am optimistic about the potential of
CRISPR technology to revolutionize the way we
approach healthcare, agriculture, and many other
fields. As a scientist, | am drawn to the precision
and versatility of CRISPR, which allows us to
make precise changes to the genome with
unprecedented speed and accuracy. | believe that

this technology has the potential to not only
advance our understanding of biology, but also to improve the lives of people around
the world by enabling us to develop new treatments for diseases, create more

sustainable and efficient food production systems, and much more.



[Eddith Agoroh]

My name is Dina Ahmed, second year doctoral
researcher at the University of Westminster. Back in
2017, | was among the first batch of master students, in
the world | believe, who were taught about CRISPR, a =
brand-new tool by then, by Dr. Kalpana. Ever since, | have
been overwhelmed by the topic and couldn’t wait to find
any opportunity to study CRISPR. Nevertheless, all

workshops and courses were so disappointing and never

satisfied my deep will to learn as they were either very
short-timed or providing merely a very shallow overview as if it's impossible to
implement this promising technology.

| was thus eager to join this training with Dr. Kalpana and unsurprisingly, the
very first phase of the training, which was entirely online, provided us with massive
knowledge and the impossible has become reachable. | was finally able to understand
what practically CRIPSR is and how to design a guide RNA with more than 3
databases and different options whilst one day before the training | thought this was
magical. In this training, we were able to design primers in a couple of minutes, access
a wide range of databases which state the gene localization and expression along with
different protein interactions, disease associations and all available gene transcripts
which reflect its exact and various potentials.

Most importantly, | was super proud to be able to apply this knowledge through
the end of basic training assignment and mostly excited to learn more and proceed
further with such an outstanding professor and an overwhelming technology that can
change the road map of scientific research in future.

[Dina Ahmed]



First and foremost, | want to say thank you to Dr.
Surendranath and everyone who helped make this
experience so interesting and exciting. When | first
heard about the gene editor of the future program, |
knew | had to join. The chance to learn amazing and
new things about CRISPR and how it is used in modern-
day science is something | could not pass up. During
the training program, | have been able to learn and use
multiple gene tools such as Ensembl, human protein
atlas and USCS genome browser which helped me gain

a better understanding of genes and CRISPR itself. | am
so thankful to Dr. Surendranath for this great opportunity
to see and learn amazing new things about CRISPR. This has sparked an interest in
learning even more and perhaps becoming a gene editor or a scientist involving the
usage of CRISPR in the future. Thank you once again for everything!

[Danny Duong]

In my academic experience, the Genes Editors of
the Future 2.0 programme has a special place. |
have always wanted to broaden my knowledge,
experiment with new things, and
explore more related to my degree, but | never had
enough chances to do so. Being an MSc student
and working on top of it made it difficult to find free
time, so when | applied for this programme, | was
unsure of what | would get from it and whether | /

investing my time would be worthwhile. However, | ":EEZ.-“’

can say with pride that | gave my time to a programme that deserved it very much. |
had the feeling that | had accomplished something for myself when the program's
leader, DrKalpana Surendranath, presented a compelling introduction to the
programme during the first week. The training has been fantastic thus far; | got the
opportunity to start out by learning the fundamentals of the human genome before

gradually moving on to other levels where | was given a much more thorough






